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Presentation: China and ASEAN Responsibility to Keep Peace and Stability in the South China Sea

East Asia is now the world’s most dynamic region, and most important in terms of economic development. For
the past 30 years, East Asia has developed into a most dynamic and important economic region. That is partly
achieved because of peace and stability. But in the last two years there have been question marks in this regards
due to the rise of China and the increased tension of the China Sea.

Such tension needs to be addressed for the sake of all stakeholders. China, as one of the world’s largest trading
nation, needs free and open navigation in the South China Sea, and therefor needs peace and stability.
Southeast Asian countries, including Indonesia, have also great interest for peace and stability to be maintained
in the South China Sea. For that, Indonesia and ASEAN are working together with China to create order and
peace in the region, particularly through the implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the
South China Sea (DOC), which has been agreed upon in 2002 as confidence building measures, and the
formulation of a Code of Conduct (COC) as part of the DOC, which will be legally binding.

Albeit slow, there is optimism that the above efforts will come to the intended goal. The current frameworks
through ASEAN are considered the most effective way in this regard, as they do not deal with the sovereignty
claims and counter-claims between China and ASEAN members. Such claims will and should be dealt with
bilaterally in the longer future.

In the meantime, ASEAN thinks tanks, in cooperation with their Chinese counterparts, are playing their parts in
helping to speed up the process of implementing the DOC and formulating the COC. We believe the process
has been fruitful in creating understanding and trust between ASEAN and Chinese Track Two, which in the
longer run could serve as a model for the governments of ASEAN and China in their ongoing dialogues.

China has a responsibility to overcome the widespread concerns and negative observations of other countries

with regards to its actions in the South China Sea. One way to do this is by cooperating in speeding up process
in the negotiations between ASEAN and China.



