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Presentation: America’s Strategic Misjudgment and Miscalculation in the South China Sea Issue 

US action and reaction to the South China Sea issue have indicated that the Americans have misjudged the 
issue and miscalculated its strategy in the region. America now perceives China as its rival, not a partner, and 

begins to ‘contain’ China by working closely with its allies and claimant states which have territorial disputes 
with China in the region. A misjudged strategy will be costly to America.      

On China’s part, it continues to insist on a peaceful resolution to the South China Sea territorial disputes. 

Despite high pressure from the US, China has shown unwavering strength. US intervention in the South China 
Sea issue has cost it dearly in most dimensions. For China, what it needs is patience. It does not have an 
imperial mission. While it does not welcome the US’s provocative military action, it does not have any intention 

to fight an aimless war with the US either. As one of the oldest civilizations in the world, it draws valuable 
lessons from its past: that the decline of a great power is not because of the challenges from another rising 

power, but because of its own misjudgment and miscalculation.     
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